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English-language abstract of a research entitled ""The elite's
vision of the role of political parties in the street between
reality and challenges™: A field study in Minia

Despite the changes that party life in Egypt witnessed
after the January 25 revolution, represented by the
amendment of the electoral law and the freedom to form
political parties, the transition to the absolute multi-party
system was not associated with the increase of effectiveness
of political parties in the street despite the passage of these
years. Thus, the current study attempts to find out the visions
of a sample of the elite with regard the extent of effectiveness
of the roles played by political parties in the street at the
socio- economic and political levels, what are the challenges
facing them in the current stage, what is their vision with
regard the activation of party life in Egypt, and what do they
expect for the future parties on the political map.

The study was conducted on a sample of the elite of
different categories that included university professors, party
cadres, clerics, members of trade unions and leaders working
in the field of media, using the social survey method, and a
questionnaire form as a tool to collect data of the study. The
study found out a number of results that included:

1. The majority of respondents see that there is a lack of
effectiveness on the part of the parties in the street with
regard socio-economic programs and activities.

2. The majority of respondents believe that the parties have a
role in the activation of political participation and inculcating
political awareness through organizing seminars, lectures,
and encouraging citizens to vote in the elections. They also
see that the exercise of this role is limited to major parties
and depends on the availability of financial resources and the
existence of a popular basis for the party. In the meanwhile,
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the role of parties is shrinking with regard the recruitment of
political cadres, along with the lack of clear mechanisms that
may have access to power.

3. The majority of respondents see a number of challenges
facing the parties in the current stage such as the weakness of
the organizational structures of the parties, party liquidity,
the current election law, the emergence of a stream of
political Islam in the street, the return of the former regime
symbols to the political arena and the inability to form
partisan alliances that are politically compatible .

4. The majority of respondents believe that the most
important mechanisms of the activation of political parties is
the great concern to provide realistic and executable
references and the development of an electoral system that
accommodates all parties; besides,the parties should have a
popular basis and youth leaders.
5. The majority of respondents believe that the merger of
small parties with major ones to form a voting bloc that is
able to protect the multi-party system is the expected
scenario for the future of political parties in the next phase
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